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6th January 2025
Hertford Heath Neighbourhood Plan – Important Update
Dear Residents,
Hertford Heath Parish Council is reviewing whether to continue with the Neighbourhood Plan (NHP). After careful thought, we believe it may be best for the community to stop the process. Here’s why:

Why We May Withdraw
· Limited Community Support
Despite our efforts, there has been little interest from residents and no volunteers to strengthen the Steering Group.
· Funding and Resources
We have already spent £29,000 on the plan. The next stage is quoted at £19,000, but we only have £15,000 left and more costs ahead. Government funding for Neighbourhood Plans has now been withdrawn, leaving no external financial support.
· Reduced Council Capacity
We currently have only six councillors instead of nine, and they do not have the capacity to take on the extra work the plan requires.
· Changes in Planning Policy
Recent national changes and updates to the National Planning Policy Framework mean some of the work already done may need to be redone, adding cost and delay.
East Herts District Council is also reviewing its District Plan. Under Policy VILL1, site allocations for Hertford Heath will now be considered as part of the new District Plan, not through a separate document. This reduces the influence a Neighbourhood Plan would have.
· No Steering Group, No Consultant Support
Our planning consultant cannot continue without an active Steering Group.

What Happens If We Stop
If the NHP is withdrawn, East Herts District Council will use the 2018 District Plan and decide site allocations through its new District Plan review.

Have Your Say
This is an important decision, and we want your views before we decide.
Please join us at our next Parish Council meeting:
📅 Monday, 12th January
🕖 7:00 PM
📍 Village Hall
If you cannot attend, please email your feedback to:
📧 clerk@hertfordheathparishcouncil.gov.uk
Please respond by Friday, 9th January so we can make an informed decision. 
Your feedback matters—thank you for taking the time to share your opinion.
Yours sincerely 
Hertford Heath Parish Council 
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